OL CK^ 


\ 


Immediately alter t&e outbreak o£ the war I was engaged 
in the peaceful occupation of picking apricots. I became rest¬ 
less and notified my employer that a would leave him within the 
week. He protested, saying tnat Uncle Sam needed farmers more 
than soldiers and would not let me go until I found a substitute, 

I got ut> early one morning in July and troted off gaily to war, 
or rather Aromas Station. When I arrived at the station I found 
that I had missed the train,as per usual,and tnat i there were 
no more trains that morning. I wanted to arrive in San Francise 
in time to take in a show , so 1 wax«.ed to Watsonville Junction 
a few miles away and arrived ther just ih time to catch a train. 

So far the war had been very glorious to me, but when I 
came to the recruiting officer , I sort of lost courage, and 
paced up and down Market Street to gather my courage ut> again. . 

I portioned enlisting for that day and visited a relative instead 
Next morning I felt "heartily ashamed of myself and enlisted. I 
wrote home” •'ape IV in the aarmy now ". The recruiting officer 
promised to make an aviator of me, but I found out that I could 
not take trie examination as 1 had not had Calculus. I enlisted 
as a dough boy and was sent ot Angel Island. 

*he island was crowded with newly enlisted men fust like 
myself. As per usual I drew a misfit outfit. The army’s policy 
is to give every man shoes two sizes too large for him. I fyave 
perfectly good reasons to believe that they enlarged on thfl^r 
policy with me. I chucked my new civilian suit in the bay, which 
shows remarkably good common sense and also tre^^te of mind in 
which 1 was air.the time. 

I becamB acquainted with some of tne old timers who told 
me all about the gentle art of goldbricking( dodging work). 

Every one was waiting for their orders to move to a oermanant 
orglnization. I got my orders after ten days of impatient 
waiting. I was sent to the oreaidio of San FraneiBcO. Before I 
could get acquainted with my rifle I was transfered to tf.e band 
and became a* B Windjammer”. In this organization the art of 
goldbricking is worked to it's maximum efficiency* and I confess 
that I never had a lazier job before, after, or since, ^.he band 
had one drawback however. Every well meaning organization in 
the city that wanted a band for some entertainment wouJ.d ask 
for a military band and we r were quite often chosen. One night 
we were told to get out of bed at nine oclock and play for a 
dance to be given at the Oregon building &n the old fair grounds, 
■‘■his did not appeal to ud very much, so we pulled out tne slides 
of our horns so as to make discords. As a result of this our 
band was not called out so often. Tftis satisfied us as we were 
a goldbricking bunch. The men in the companies were envious of 
the easm life that we led so we were the subject of man£ scathing 
remarks^and jokes. 

One day , one of tne fellows in the band became ambitious 
and took the examination for aviation. This started us all. Five 
more took the examinations, ^'he first three failed. They took a 
special delight in informing us of all the horrors of the ex¬ 
amination. We all had a wholesome fear of the whirling chair. 

I decided to put one over on tne authorities and practice. I 
would turn around until my head ached and then lay down until I 
felt better and then I would continue my practice. I would walk 
a chalk line with my eyea closed until I was quite proficieht. 

I was advised to forget my brakfast on the day of the examinat 
I was tnankful that I followd this advice 



I took the examination at the Afiiliated Colleges in 
San Francisco. I passed with the exception of my tonsils. I was 
told that if I had then cut out , I could become an aviator* 

When I arrived home I started to work on my tonsils and by the 
next morning I had a fine case of home made tonsiiitis teat wou 
Id do credit to mother nature. I presented myself at the infirm¬ 
ary and convinced the doctor that I had a bad case of tonsiltit 
fckat- and that * needed an operation. 

I got out of the hospital four days later and waited 
for mjr transfer, The rest of the company cheerfuly predicted 
that f would never get it. I began to belive it myself after 
waiting for about three nonths. We recieved orders to go to 
Camp Fremont, a new camp thirty miles away. We hiked all the way 
with the exception of the band who rode from San Mateo to the 
camp in a motor truck, much to the disgust of the doughboys. We 
Were waiting for them when they arrived and the music made them 
* feel a little better, 

‘‘he camp was not yet complete so we had to help build it. 
There whs no goldbricking then. We all had to work and work hard. 

I had despaired of my transfer ,mbut one day it did arrive and I 
could scarcely restrain my joy. She rest of the company congrat¬ 
ulated me and were giac! to see me have a chance to better myself. 
x nere was one man in the company who did not feel this way and he 
was the first sargetit. He had done most of the predicting tnat I 
would never pass the examination and after 1 had passed it that 
I would never recieve my transfer. He made me leave that day al¬ 
though I was not due to arrive at the ground schbol at Berkley 
until five days later. I left with out my dinner and witrout mone^ 
When I arrived in San Francisco it was too late to proceed to Be ( - 
rfcley and X was without money or a meal* I contrive the ingenious 
scheme of pawning my gold watch. A’here was a flaw in this scheme 
however as tne stem winding system of t e watch was broken. I haol 
several jews convince tnat thpy should advance me money on the 
watch , bntil they stented to wind it and tr en the deal was 
called oif. I finnaly convinced a jew that it v.as just tne sort 
of a watch that he had been looking for and he bought it. I 
bought a meal and a room in a hotel. I slept magnificently, 'i'he 
next morning found me waiting for the ferry. I got on the elect¬ 
ric railway for Jferkley and when the conducter hollered n South 
Berkley w I hopped off. In consequence of this rash deed I had to 
carry 40 pdnnds oi baggage about three miles to tne aviation 
barracice. I was greeted with tne witty remark" Here comes an 
aviator. look at his ears". 

*he course at ground school proved to be very hard and 1 
was in a constant fssr of bieng discharged from the school for 
failing some examination. i‘h« course consisted of: Wireless, 
machine guns, Engines, map reading, observation, military law, 
army paper work and otner subjects. I failed an examination tuflttr 
the end of tnecourse because E was sick when 1 took it. I was 
put up Defore tne henzine boasd and reccomended for a discharge* 

I explained the situation to tne board and tney let me take an¬ 
other examination which I passed. I graduated from ground school 
on May 4 and started flying at Sah Diego on May 9. 

This was the raoBt interesting part of my army experiences. 

I will never forget my first ride. I was taken up for a joy ride 
over the ocean and over PointLoma.I was in the air for about 20 

minutes and enjoyed myself every second of the time.It was a new 

sensation and it took me a few minutes to become accustomed to 
it, I took about 40 minute instruction every day. At girst I 
despaired oi ever becoming an aviator. I couldn't seem to get 
on to it. 'i'he ship would pitch and toes and I couldn't fly it 

level • I couldn't judge tne distance from tne ground: The 

instructor aired his views on this subject with very strong lan¬ 
guage , which impre^d me greatly. I could fly the ship after a 
fashion ai, ibe end of two weeks practice. I was allowed, to fly 
alone and w as transfered to ti e " First Solo " edass. I was 
considering myself the equal of any of the French Aces wnen I 
had a little accident tnat took this notion out oi my head. I 
was about to land and in doing so A landed into another airplane 
on tne ground smahing both planes • It was my first and last 
accident and I was certainly afraid that tney would not let me 
fly any more • ±he truth ia, tuey did nefc 
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let me fly for a week. When i was allowed to fly again I ha <r 
forgoten alx I hod learned about flying After I had gotten 
on my feet again 1 was transfered to Match Field Riverside* 

I seemed to get along better here. I passed through " Second Soto 
and went into "Acrobatics”. B couldn't fly to suit tne instrucAn 
at all. Whenever he was in tne ulane I was nervous • He would 
constantly swear at me and I became very disgusted. When we wewi s 
doing a loop we had to stop the power just aB we got over 
tnettpp. This would make everything silent for about three 
seconds before tue powere was put on agaxn. *hen he would teJOl 
me what he thought of me and my loops. rt hds would take all tne 
heart out of me and I couldn't do anything. He told me that 
I didn't have a bit a human intelligence and he belireed it 
too. On Saturday I had to fly alone and do alx tne stunts 
while he watched them from tne ground. He was very sarcastic 
when I got in the plane and it made me angry. I was det¬ 
ermined to prove to him that } could do tne stunts if he 
kept out of tne plane. I wenlr up to over a mile and started 
to do all the stunts that A knew. I would go from one to the 
otner almost Before I had completed it. I kept this up until 
I was down to B f 000 feet and tnen ^ returned# I still had 
ten .minutes to my credit and 1 had done more stunts tnah 
any one had done to that time in the required amount of time. 

I tried to look serious as I went up to tae instructor. I 
could see that he was also trying to look serious. Then he 
smiled and said tuat it was a very good exibition. I forgave 
him for everything right tnenand he forgave me too. viis 
exibition started me right. I had no trouble from then on. 

In tue/ review week at tue end of tne course I was one of tne 
alr.WoipASsed and A had t e second highest mark a&4- v.hich 
was only a fraction of one percent behind the highestmark. 

We were not through yet as tney had just aaded 
three weeks of advance work to tne course. These were one 
week of nigut flying, one week of advanced navigation and 
a week of ground work. It was very interesting but we were 
all anxious to get tne conAssions. Before the end of the 
course I was made instructor and I recicved my commission 
on September 28, It was a grand and glorious feeling. I , 

remained three as instructor until December 18 when I recievefl. 
my discharge. 








